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Child Crisis Center Receives $281,856 Grant from San Antonio Area Foundation to Serve Military Children and Families
El Paso, Texas, May 22 – The Child Crisis Center has been awarded a two-year grant for $281,856 to help fund its Military Service and Outreach program. Timely, as this weekend we commemorate our nation’s fallen military service members. 
The Center provides emergency shelter to protect children from abuse and neglect and continues to expand outreach efforts to the Military. Under this grant, children of military families are provided emergency shelter while extensive case management and support is provided to families dealing with issues ranging from deployment to high levels of stress upon return. The case manager follows up with wrap-around referrals, ensuring families know what is available to them in the fields of medical and mental health, financial management, parenting, domestic violence and child abuse support, and housing. The program is expected to continue to grow with the influx of the military at Fort Bliss. 
Funding for this program was provided by the Texas Resources for Iraq-Afghanistan Deployment (TRIAD) Fund of the San Antonio Area Foundation. For more than 40 years, the San Antonio Area Foundation, a publicly supported philanthropic institution, has been administering donors’ funds and granting gifts from those funds to worthy charitable causes that significantly enhance the quality of life in the communities they serve.

Child Crisis Center’s Executive Director, Al Velarde, stresses the need for this program “As Fort Bliss is the US Army’s second largest post, the need for service to military families in the region will continue to grow,” says Velarde. “Our military client base increased 225% (two hundred, twenty-five percent) from 2007 to 2008 and this grant will allow us to continue to serve the needs of our military families.”

For more information about Texas Resources for Iraq-Afghanistan Deployment (TRIAD) Fund of the San Antonio Area Foundation, visit www.saafdn.org.  For information about the Child Crisis Center, please visit www.childcrisiselp.org. 
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